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9:15am 
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     Wow! It is hard to believe that January 2012 is almost history. How could 
the time have flown so quickly? In this year when we are in the midst of    
primary season and the build up to another presidential election, I cannot 
help but think about the direction of our congregation as the nation ponders 
that direction. 
     One of the decisions which has directly impacted our direction as a    
congregation is our participation in the Year of the Bible. I hope that all of 
those who are participating in this program are finding it as fun and         
challenging as I am. I have learned that it takes a serious commitment to 
keep up with the readings and it is way too easy to get behind in reading. 
They say that a new habit takes thirty days to become fully developed. My 
problem is that I have not been doing my readings at the same time every 
day, so it is easy to lose track of what time of day is most beneficial for     
doing my readings. I have been keeping up with my readings, but I have   
allowed myself to get a day or two behind and then had to catch back up. I 
feel confident that by next month, I may become accustomed to the daily 
schedule and get better about keeping up.  
     The thing that I am working very diligently to do is to stay open to the 
ways that God may be speaking to me through these daily readings. It is not 
enough to just hurry through the readings and “complete the task.” I want to 
enjoy the journey and to listen for what God might be calling us toward, as a 
congregation, as I do my readings. I am trying to listen for God’s voice    
coming through the readings, so that this experience will shape my     
preaching and help to shape the direction of our ministry as a congregation.  
     Another thing which has greatly impacted a direction that our Deacons 
have taken, was the reality of the age of our building. Last year, our        
congregation accomplished the difficult task of paying off our large debt to 
ourselves for the replacement of the air conditioning units in the CE building. 
With the financial struggles that our country has faced over the past few 
years, this was not small accomplishment. The fact that we accomplished 
this task while maintaining our other ministries is all God’s doing. The    
positive impact that this has had on the Deacons is that they have budgeted 
anticipated air conditioner repairs into the 2012 budget in an effort to avoid 
having to ask for additional gifts for A/C needs again this year.  
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The New Church Directory is nearing  
completion. We will post a sign-up sheet on 
the window outside the church office, so 
that we will know the number of  people 
who would like to have a printed copy. It will be available 
on our church web-site for those who prefer that 
method, but we know that many of you want a printed 
copy, so we would like to have a rough estimate of the 
number of printed copies which will need to be 
made. Please be sure to sign up, so that we can have a 
copy ready for you after the first of the year. 
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The sign up sheet for the 2012 Floral Offering is 
posted on the  bulletin board near the fellowship 
hall. If you would like to provide flowers for the 

chapel in memory or in honor of a 
loved one, the cost for flowers per 

Sunday is $18.00. Feel free to 
stop by the bulletin board as soon 

as possible, so you can get the 
dates of your choice! 

It has also helped them to see the need to budget other potential maintenance needs into the 
budget for this year. 
      Some time before I became pastor at St. Timothy, a decision was made to combine the         
Outreach Committee with the Fellowship Committee. Last year, I recommended to the session that 
we separate those two committees again, but it has been an uphill battle to get the Outreach     
Committee going again. I am happy to report that we seem to have a core group pulled together to 
serve as our Outreach Committee. I am looking forward to a meeting during the first week of       
February. We will begin looking for ways to keep the importance of Outreach and Missions before 
the congregation, so that we can engage more fully in that aspect of the church’s service to our 
community. 
      During February we will be hosting our Winter VBS Carnival, which the Fellowship Committee 
has spearheaded. It has the potential to be a great service to our community and a wonderful       
opportunity for our congregation to pull together to accomplish a common goal. I am very excited 
about seeing all of the planning and preparation, which has gone into this event, to come to       
completion. I hope pray that it will be a blessing to all who participate.  
      Clearly, God is at work among us in this place. May we be faithful as we step out in faith to     
answer God’s call to us as a people called St. Timothy Cumberland Presbyterian Church. 
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Words are not adequate to express 
our thanks to the congregation for 
your generosity. Your love, support 
and encouragement throughout the 
year mean so much; adding to that 

the generous Christmas bonuses, which you gave 
to us, is almost overwhelming. We appreciate your 
gifts to us and thank you all from the bottom of our 
hearts. 
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The sewing group will meet the 3rd 
Saturday in February. If you would 

learn to knit, crochet, etc please join us. We will also 
be starting to work on this years quilt. Do you like to 
color? If so, come help up with the quilt.   
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Thank you to our guests Kevin 
and Robin Henson. Kevin filled in 
as Guest Preacher on January 1st 
Worship Service. 

Installation of new Deacons 
and Elders 

 
Gail Nichols and MaryValerie 
Reeves are our newest members of the  
Diaconate. Thank you to outgoing Deacons 
Linda Addington and Debbie Branscum for 
their service.  
 
Judy Franco and Bob Dickinson are our    
newest Session members. They will replace 
outgoing Elders David Zuercher and Tim  
Dewhirst. We thank them for their service. 

Children’s Choir sing during 
Worship Service. They meet 
every Wednesday at 6pm. 
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Many of us are willing to help out when we know there is a need. St. Timothy’s 
has a couple of areas of need where you might be able to help out. If you have 
been looking for that special place where you could invest some of your time and 
be of service to Christ’s church, we have a couple of opportunities for you.  
 
The first is in the church nursery on Sunday mornings. We are very blessed to 
have Dee Franklin serving as our nursery caregiver, but the blessing of having 
three precious baby girls who regularly attend church can at times be a handful. 
We are asking for volunteers who love babies and are not afraid to be a second set of hands in the nursery to 
sign up to take a Sunday and be of help with our child care needs. 
 
The second option is to help provide phone coverage in the church office on Mondays and Fridays. When the 
church hired Stephanie, we knew that she would only be in the office on Tuesdays and Thursdays. We did 
not initially think that this would be a problem, but we have determined that it would be helpful if some of our 
retirees might be willing to help answer the phone at the church on Mondays and Fridays. We have            
determined that there would be four time slots: Monday from 9 am to noon, Monday from 1-4 pm, Friday from 
9 am to noon, and Friday from 1-4 pm. The primary responsibility would be answering the phone and         
forwarding calls or taking messages. There are days when the phone rings off the hook and there are other 
days when it hardly ever rings. There would likely be an opportunity to do handwork or to catch up on some 
reading. If you have some basic office skills and are willing to learn to use our office phone, we have an     
opportunity for you to be of service to your church family. 
There are sign up sheets on the window to the church office. You may go by and sign up for the service     
opportunity that is calling out to you. We appreciate your help with these matters.  

Welcome to newest     
members Leo and Jayne 
Ergish! They transferred 
their membership to St 
Timothy on January 29th! 
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