OKLAHOMA VOLUNTEERS IN MISSION

Purpose, Values, Task, and Mission Policy Agreement

Our Purpose

The purpose of Oklahoma Volunteers In Mission is to share the love of Christ in ways that make a Christian difference.

Our Values

· We will seek to glorify God in all that we do by acting on our belief that the commitment to Christ and service are inextricably bound together.

· We will be an extension ministry of the United Methodist Church in Oklahoma, responding to the specific requests of Methodist-related churches and agencies, both locally and around the world, and will partner with them in mission.

· We will equip our leaders and team members for effective ministry and seek, through our tasks and sharing of our own time, talents and lives, to build relationships that enhance ministry and fulfill our purpose.

· We will value and respect other cultures and ways of life and will conduct ourselves accordingly.

· We will fulfill our commitment to every mission by returning home and sharing the story of Christian difference making.

Our Task

The task of Oklahoma Volunteers in Mission is to share our abilities in partnership with our team members and those who host our teams.  As servants, we participate in accomplishing particular goals set by and in cooperation with our hosts – in their time and in their way.

A Note About Our Purpose and Task
It is most important that we be constantly mindful of the primary nature of our purpose.  The task is important but is always to be secondary to realizing our true mission as Christians together…to share Christ’s love.  When we are faithful in our purpose, the difference that Christ intends will be made.

Mission Policy Agreement

I realize that the following commitment is crucial to the effectiveness, quality, and positive expression of our mission together.  As a participating member of the Volunteers In Mission team, I agree to:

1. Lift up Jesus Christ with my thoughts, words, and actions.

2. Develop and maintain a servant attitude toward the people our team serves as well as toward each team member.

3. Pray for and support my team leader and his/her decisions.

4. Respect the host’s view of religious faith, realizing that different people have different expressions of faith.

5. Accept the ministry that is going on in the area where I am serving as well as the local approach to the mission, though it may differ from my own approach.

6. Abstain from the use of alcohol, tobacco, and illegal drugs, medications not prescribed to me, inappropriate clothing, gambling and profanity during the mission.
7. Refrain from negativism and complaining.  Travel and ministry outside my church may present unexpected and even undesired circumstances.  However, my support and creativity will enhance the moment.

8. Refrain from gossip.  If it is not true, good, and positive, I will not say it.

9. Remember that I am a servant of Jesus Christ called to be in ministry with the host team.  I will serve as best I can so that both the spiritual purpose and the task of the mission will be accomplished.

_________________________________________________
_______________________________

Signature           







Date

_________________________________________________
_____Jan. 14-18, 2009   9030/291-145_____
Printed Name           





        Dates of Mission and Team Number

